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It is with sheer delight that we announce that eight of our brilliant academies have
successfully completed their journey to achieve the ‘Green Flag’ status this year under the
Eco Schools programme.

The Eco Schools programme is a seven-step framework with ten environmental topics to
achieving green flag accreditation. From the green flag, schools can also gain ‘with merit or
distinction’ if they go above and beyond, which some of our academies have achieved!

Each of our eight green flag academies employed student leaders as part of an eco team or
committee to take charge of their school’s drive to becoming a more environmentally
sustainable learning environment. These groups are led by their academy Eco Champion, a
passionate member of staff leading sustainable change within their school. Congratulations
to Oasis Academy Boulton (distinction), Oasis Academy Sholing, Oasis Academy Putney
(distinction), Oasis Academy Shirley Park (Primary), Oasis Academy Oldham (merit),
Oasis Academy Connaught, Oasis Academy Bankleaze and Oasis Academy Nunsthorpe.

After many eco-committee meetings, identifying environmental initiatives, creating action
plans, linking their findings to their learning in lessons, informing the local community and
involving them through newsletters, social media, environmentally-themed pupil-planned
assemblies, monitoring and evaluating, and finally creating an eco-code, the students
involved in each academy showed their passion until the very end and continue to inspire
others.

Having achieved the green flag Eco Schools status accreditation, our academies are able to
acknowledge, reward and celebrate the environmental achievements of their pupils, staff and
wider community. They can fly their flag with pride for the whole community to see. It not
only demonstrates that their hard work is appreciated, but provides them with the
confidence and motivation to continue actively engaging with environmental issues
throughout their lifetimes.

Upon receiving the news of their successful accreditation, some fantastic feedback was
provided by The Eco Schools assessors to one of our academies in the Midlands, Oasis
Academy Boulton: “You have an extremely large Eco-Committee supported by 5 adult
members of staff. This demonstrates a whole school approach to the Eco-Schools

programme and a commitment to environmental education and pupil-led eco-action.”

“Your Eco-Committee didn't let any tricky questions on the Environmental Review defeat
them, instead they sought out other experts in their school, such as your school food



organisation and the site manager, to help answer questions which demonstrates their
resilience and team ethos.”

Some more brilliant feedback was provided to Oasis Academy Nunsthorpe, who were
praised for incorporating external sources in the school curriculum to engage pupils on
environmental sustainability: “You have worked with a variety of different individuals and
organisations such as Teracycle and The Wildlife Trust, relying on their expertise and passion
to enrich and inform your Eco-Schools journey.”



