
Year Four, Geography: The Water Cycle —Knowledge 

Previous Learning (this should be checked at start of 

topic) 

 Geographical vocabulary including sea, oceans, rivers 

(year 1) 

 Oceans and environments (year 2) 

 Climate change and global warming (year 3) 

Subsequent Learning 

 Climate zones, biomes, rivers and water cycle in 

relation to wildlife and natural habitats (year 5) 

 Study of Greta Thunberg and climate change (year 

6) 

Year Four, Geography: The Water Cycle —Skills 

Skills Teaching Strategies 

Identify and name the four 

stages of the water cycle. 

 Visitor in to show 

The water cycle as a  

Process. 

 Craft to learn and 

visualise the water cycle.                      

Describe what happens at 

each stage of the water cycle. 

Define key terms of the water cy-

cle. 

Create water cycle wheel by filling 

in gaps to explain each stage. 

Explain that key aspects of 

the water cycle. 

Explain where evaporation and 

condensation occur in the wa-

ter cycle. 

Label and annotate a diagram of 

the water cycle to show what hap-

pens at each stage. 

Explain that the water cycle keeps 

on going. 

Understand the fluvial and pluvi-

al flooding can exist when there 

is too much water in the water 

cycle. 

Define the terms fluvial and pluvial 

and link to the type of flooding it is. 

Observation of the effect flooding would 

have in the environment around us. 

Understand what can effect the 

water in the water cycle. 

Understand how to reduce pollu-

tion. 

Match pollution types to what effect 

they have on the water. 

Think about how we can improve our 

water. 

Relevant Texts 

 The Great Big Water Cycle Ad-

venture by Kay Barnham 

 Did a Dinosaur drink this water? 

By Robert E. Wells 

Outdoor Learning 

 Observation of water evaporating 

outside in the sun 

 Creating own water cycle in a 

bag to show the process 
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Geography: know the 

four stages of the 

Geography: describe the 

four stages of the water 

cycle 

Geography: know that 

the water cycle is a 

closed cycle 

Geography: know  where 

the water cycle can 

cause flooding 

Geography: know the causes 

and effects of water pollution  

Where has 

my water 

come from? 

Evaporation: Heat from the sun 

causes liquid water to turn into 

water vapour and evaporate from 

seas, rivers, puddles etc. 

Condensation: The water vapour 

in the air cools down as it rises 

and forms droplets of water 

which group together to form 

clouds. 

Precipitation: As the clouds are 

formed and the water droplets 

get heavier, they begin to fall to 

Earth as rain, sleet, hail or 

snow. 

Collection: Water that falls on the 

ground is absorbed into the soil, used 

as drinking water or runs over the 

ground to collect in oceans, lakes and 

rivers. 

Flooding 

Pollution is anything that 

is introduced into a habi-

tat which has a harmful 

effect on plants and ani-

mals living there. 


