
Year 1,  Geography What’s in my school/ area? Knowledge 

Vocabulary/Etymology  

Beach- a pebbly or sandy shore, especially by the sea between high- 

and low-water marks  

Cliff- a steep rock face, especially at the edge of the sea.  

Coast- the part of the land adjoining or near the sea.  

Vegetation-plants considered collectively, especially those found in a 

particular area or habitat  

Season- each of the four divisions of the year (spring, summer, au-

tumn, and winter) marked by particular weather patterns and daylight 

hours, resulting from the earth's changing position with regard to the 

sun.  

Features- a distinctive attribute or aspect of something.  

Factory- a building or group of buildings where goods are manufac-

tured or assembled chiefly by machine  

Harbour- a place on the coast where ships may moor in shelter, espe-

cially one protected from rough water by piers, jetties, and other arti-

ficial structures.  

 

 

Impact: Why do we teach this? Life skill involved  

 To help our environment for future generations  

 Map reading skills– to help you find certain features 

to find your way 

 How humans have a positive and negative effect on 

the environment.  

 To explore how human features are made and 

there impact.  

Subsequent Learning 

Year 2- Geographical vocabulary (mountain, cliff, coast, river, 

city)  

Year 3- Coasts / Seaside / islands( UK) Types of settlement / 

land use, distribution of natural resources 

Year 5- Environment/ Rainforests  

Key content  

Children should have a good understanding of the local 

area and the school. 

Using fieldwork to help children understand how to work 

outdoors. 

Using correct vocabulary for key human and physical 

features. 

Understand the difference between human and physical 

features.  

Year 1, Geography What’s in my school/ area? — Skills 

Skills Teaching Strategies 

Explore basic geographical vocabulary for key physical fea-

tures.  

Show the children pictures of different physical features and see 

how many they can name before we start learning about them.  

Then explain what each physical feature is and what it does. 

Adult led activity. CP for other groups based on today’s lesson.  

Explore basic geographical vocabulary for key human fea-

tures.  

Recap previous learning . Show the children pictures of different 

human features based on the local area and see how many they 

can name before we start.  Discuss with the children how build-

ings are made and what was there before that building (look at 

lidls) Adult led activity. CP for other groups based on today’s 

lesson.  

Identify a map and what it is used for.  Show the children pictures of different maps, let them guess 

what it is. After they have guessed introduce a map of the local 

area. Show the children places they may know on the map. Talk 

about how we could make our own map around school. Adult 

led activity. CP for other groups based on todays lesson.  

Relevant Texts 

 The Gruffalo 

 I want my hat back 

 

Curriculum Progression Ladder 

Wow event-  A  gruffalo hunt around the 

school using clues on the trail.    
               I can read a map I can create a map  

 I can name key physical 

features in my environ-

ment.   

I can use key vocabulary to describe 

our local area.  

 

I can identify members of my family 

and create a family tree.  

What do I know about me?  

Wow event– Crime scene in the 

classroom. Leading into writing a 

police report.  


