
 

 

Timeline 

2000 BC – first known record of Mayans  

1500 – 400 BC – first recorded use of cacao bean 

900 – 250 BC – Mayans made chocolate to use in ceremonies 

300 BC – El Mirador became large and powerful 

200 AD – Classic Period 

900 AD – major cities had been abandoned (Palanque, Tikal, Copan) 

1000 AD – Chichen Itza still thriving 

1500 AD – Mayan cities had fallen to ruin; Spanish arrived 

1839 AD – American explorer John Lloyd Stevens visited Chichen Itza  

               with Frederick Catherwood – a British artist  
Resources 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/highlights/curations/zb6x6yc                                                https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/zq6svcw 

Key Facts 

 Mayan person was important if they had a large headdress 

 Lived in Central America – Belize, Guatemala, Mexico, Honduras, El Salvador – known as Mesoamerica 

 150 gods. Main Gods: Kinich Ahau (sun); Chac (rain); Buluc (war!); Ah Bolon Tzacab (farming).  

 Had their own number system, charted the stars and planets, invented calendars and had their own 

spoken and written language.  

 First people to build large cities in America 

 Cities had distinctive pyramid shaped temples with shrines on top – for sacrificing. Heads of sacrificial victims were 

placed at the Tzompantli.  
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 Mayan creation story – man was made out of corn – main food source. The Gods scattered feathers 

when the world was dark.  

 Cenote Sagrado – place of sacrifice and pilgrimage  

 Chichen Itza – El Castillo – 365 steps representing the days in a year (90 on each face, 5 at the top) – a 

snake on top 
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John Lloyd Stevens 

John Lloyd Stephens was born November 28, 1805, in the township of Shrewsbury, New Jersey. 

In 1839, US President Martin Van Buren commissioned Stephens as Special Ambassador to Central 

America. 

 

Mayan word Definition 

Middleworld Earth 

Upperworld Heaven 

Xibalba Underworld – ‘place of 

fear’ 

Kukulcan Supreme god 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shrewsbury,_New_Jersey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_Van_Buren
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ambassador_(diplomacy)


Stephens and his traveling companion, architect and draftsman Frederick Catherwood first came across 

Maya ruins at Copán, having landed in British Honduras (now Belize). 

Stephens was actually able to buy the city of Copan for a sum of $50 and had dreams of floating it down 

the river and into museums in the United States. 

They continued investigating Maya ruins with a return trip to Yucatán in October 1841. 

When the Panama Railroad Company was founded in 1849, Stephens was chosen to be Vice President. He 

visited Panama and New Granada to make arrangements for the laying of the railroad. On his way to 

Bogotá, the capital of New Granada (now Columbia), he fell off his mule and sustained severe injuries from 

which he never fully recovered. He returned to the United States, and was appointed President of the 

railroad. However, he suffered from a disease of the liver, and died on October 13, 1852. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frederick_Catherwood
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cop%C3%A1n
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Honduras
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belize
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yucat%C3%A1n_(state)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Panama_Railroad_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Panama
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Republic_of_the_New_Granada
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bogot%C3%A1

