
Year Five: Vikings — Knowledge 

Timeline of key events  

AD 793 The Vikings first invaded Britain. The 

first place that the Vikings invaded 

was the monastery at Lindisfarne, 

located in the North East of England. 

AD 884 Danelaw. After years of battles, a 

treaty was agreed that left Vikings 

ruling over ‘Danelaw’ in the North of 

England. 

1016-1035 The first Viking King of England– King 

Canute. He won the battle against 

Edmund II that divided their king-

5th January 1066 Death of Edward the Confessor. He 

restored rule of the House of Wessex 

after the Danish rule of King Canute. 

Harold Godwinson becomes King. 

14th October 1066 The Battle of Hastings. This was a 

battle for the throne after the death 

of Edward the Confessor, who had no 

children. Harold Godwinson is killed 

1066 End of the Vikings age.  

Key Figures 

Alfred the Great King of Wessex from 871 to 899, defended Wes-

sex from the Viking conquest. 

Athelstan First King to unite English kingdoms, 927 

Sweyn Forkbeard King of Denmark from 986 to 1014 

Harold Hadrada King of Norway from 1046 to 1066 

Edward the Confessor 

 

Odin 

Freya 

Penultimate Saxon King of England (before Harold 

II who lost at Hastings. 

God of the warriors and battle 

Goddess of love, war and death 

Njord 

Frey 

Loki 

God of the sea 

God of fertility 

God of fire 

What happened as a result? 

 The Vikings occupied much of the North East of England, including 
their stronghold of York 

 As the Vikings spread, the Viking farming, language and laws spread 
across the north and east. 

 The English language was greatly affected by the invasions of the Vi-
kings, in particular through town and village names in north and east 
England. 

 It is thought that the Vikings may have been the first Europeans to 
have explored the Americas, around 1000. 

 The Vikings were responsible for the world’s now oldest parliament, 
the Tynwald, in the Isle of Man. 

What was it like to live at the time? How does it compare to today? 

 Traditional Viking families had men working the land, with a wife 

taking care of the home and of the family valuables. 

 Some Vikings came to Britain to fight but others came to live 

peacefully.  

 There were farmers, who kept animals and crops, and skilful craft 

workers who made metalwork and wooden carvings. 

 Everyone lived together in a home called a longhouse. 

 The Norse people brought with them their way of life and beliefs. 

They worshipped many gods. 

Previous Learning (this should be checked at start of topic) 

 

Subsequent Learning 

Environment and Rainforest. 

Vocabulary/Etymology  

Longship– a long, wooden, narrow boat used by the Vikings 

Pagans– A religion where many gods and goddesses are worshipped 

Pillage– To violently steal something 

Wergild– A payment system used to settle disputes between a criminal and 

the victim or their family 

Kingdom– An area ruled by a king 

Outlawed– Having all property taken away and no longer being able to live in 

the community 

Raid– A surprise attack 

Questions: Why did Vikings settle here? 

Skills Teaching Strategies 

Compare and contrast Compare and contrast the aspects of Viking life with modern day 

life, conducting research into religion, culture, crime and punish-

ment. 

Making interpretations based on reliable resources includ-

ing historical artefacts. 

Research– understand the value of artefacts and what they can 

tell us about a time in history. Explore 3D artefacts and tour an 

Anglo-Saxon village on the 24 hour virtual museum. 

Debate and discuss Consider why people might have wanted to come to England.  

Consider and counter the relatively stereotypical views about 

the nature of settlement in Britain. 

Counter the negative views that often surround the Vikings in 

the media. 

Relevant Texts 

 Neil Gaiman– Odd and the Frost Giants 

 Cressida Cowell– How to Train Your Dragon 

 Ross Welford– The 1,000-year-old Boy 

 Terry Jones– The Saga of Erik the Viking 

 Todd Stanton– Arthur and the Golden Rope 

Outdoor Learning 

Build a boat outdoor learning: can you build a boat from 

different natural materials from the school surroundings? 

Does it float on water? 

Curriculum Knowledge Organiser 

WALT: consider the reasons for inva-
sion including resources being unavailable 
in a homeland. 

WOW: Viking vs Anglo Saxon trading game. 

   

 

                 

 
        

 

WALT: locate Viking 

homelands and coun-

tries invaded by Vikings 

on a map  

WALT: research the British 

resistance to invasion including 

Alfred the Great and Athel-

stan 

WALT: Explore every-

day Viking life including 

homes, living and jobs. 

WALT: Know the Vi-

king Gods and what 

they represented 

        

 

WALT: understand 

the role of significant indi-

viduals including Ath-

elstan. 

  

WALT: under-

stand what Dane-

law is 

        

 

WALT: explore how the Vi-

king era came to an end at 

the 1066 Battle of Hastings 


