
Year 1,  Geography and History: Aviation and air travel    

Vocabulary 

Aviation                       Irish sea 

 

English channel               Atlantic ocean  

 

North sea                     Ocean                   

 

Continent                     Symbols                    

 

Inventors                      Concorde 

What’s in the sky in Bristol? 

 Children should have a good understanding of the four 

countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom.  

 Understand and identify the seven continents and 5 

oceans.  

 Children will be able to understand simple map symbols 

and why they are used instead of just drawing objects of 

places.  

 Children will understand that we live in England and how 

Wales, Scotland and Ireland are classed as a different 

countries.  

 Children will learn about the Wright brothers and the 

first aircraft.  

Year 1,  Geography and History: Aviation and air travel    

Skills Teaching Strategies 

Explore Explore and locate the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom. Split lesson over two 

days. Discuss the difference between England, Scotland, Northern Ireland and Wales. Discuss with 

the class if the other countries speak a different language? Talk partners before learning more. Using 

Paddington bear for the whole topic. Paddington will be going to all the places we will be looking at 

in our topic.  

Observe Observe the first aircraft and learn about the Wright brothers. Paddington will be going back in time 

to show the class the first aircraft and new information about the Wright brothers. Who were they? 

What are they famous for? Class discussion before the learning.   

Explore Explore simple improvements in aircraft history. Paddington will be looking at the first aircraft to be 

built and ask the children what do they see? He will then show them an aircraft now and show the 

difference between the two. Class discussion based on similarities and differences.  

Identify  Children to identify the seven continents and five oceans in the world. Show the children Paddington 

bear on an adventure around the world. Follow Paddington’s journey across the seven continents 

and five oceans from the United Kingdom.  

Identify Identify the impact from improvements in modern travel.. Paddington will be looking at the different 

ways we can travel now. What improvements have been made over the years? Class discussion 

about health and safety, time it takes to travel etc.  

Explore  Explore map symbols and why they are used. Show the children a map of Teddy’s travels in England. 

Use the map to show where he went and why he was there. Show the children different symbols and 

can they guess what they mean.  

Observe  Observe the history of Concorde developed in Filton. Paddington will show the children a short video 

of Concorde’s first and last flight. Have children discuss the videos, what’s the same? What’s differ-

ent? Where is Filton? Look at a brief history of airbus in Filton.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lsqPsX8k5FE 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yr0v64evBxc 

  

Relevant Texts 

 Emma’s Aeroplane.  

 Grace and family  

 

Curriculum Progression Ladder 

Wow event– Set the classroom up like 

an airport. Have boarding passes, depar-

tures, baggage drop off and terminals in the 

classroom. Have groups of children at 

different areas. Once we are on the plane, 

show children a flight simulator as if we are 

flying. CP activities for the rest of the 

afternoon.  

               I can name, and locate the four 

countries and capital cities of 

the United Kingdom and its 

surrounding seas. 

I can name, and locate the four 

countries and capital cities 

of the United Kingdom and 

its surrounding seas. 

I can identify the impact from 

improvements in modern 

travel.  

I can understand simple map symbols 

and why we use them.  

      What’s in the sky in Bristol?  

I can identify the seven 

continents and 5 oceans.  

               I can learn about the first aircraft and 

inventors the Wright brothers. 

. I can explore simple improvements in 

aircraft history.  

I can names key individuals, businesses or 

events linked to aviation (and Bristol) 

I can observe different and changing uses of 

aircraft. 

I can observe  the history of Concorde: 

developed in Filton, first and final flight. 

Continuous provision  

 

 Hot air balloon making 

 Paper aeroplane making 

 Kite making 

 Design your own plane 

 Continents and countries memory games 

 Reading shed 

 Outdoor writing area 

 Design your own map of the school 

 Tuff tray activities  

 Mix and match game 


