Dear Parents,
I can’t believe that it’s the end of Term 1 already! It’s gone so quickly – I think
mainly because the children have worked so hard. There cannot be a set of pupils
in the city working hard than your children collectively are.
The behaviour of the pupils continues to be a great asset to the school— our
pupils are consistently polite and thoughtful. Thank you all for your role in
reinforcing that—it helps so much.
Thank you to those of you who were able to attend parents’ evenings: it’s a real
privilege for our staff to be able to share your child’s progress with you.
The term has been a real success: our relationship with Bristol Sport has
benefitted us greatly as has our work with Preludes who lead our music teaching.
I’m incredibly proud of the deal that the pupils are getting in these areas as I am
with the whole curriculum that the staff provide.
I’d be grateful if parents would consider giving their feedback to the Ofsted
parent view site at https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
Have a great week—see you on the 5th November.
Best wishes, David Wayland, Principal.

Newsletter 1
Work Hard
Be Nice
Show Character

During Term 1, Year 3 have been transported back in time to prehistoric Britain. We
have followed the Stone Age process of building houses and constructed a Wattle and
Daub wall. We explored the Cheddar Gorge Caves and learnt how to flint Knapp from a
real Neanderthal. We finished the term, by understanding the role of an archaeologist.
We created our own dig sites and dug for artefacts from prehistory. What a jam packed
term! Mrs White

Year 1 have made a great start to the year learning
all about The Gruffalo. We have written stories and
letters and have even started exploring poetry. In
science we have explored plants and talked about
what a plant needs in order to grow. We even grew
some of our own cress. We then looked at what
animals need in order to survive and compared any
similarities and differences to plants and animals.
Year 1 have taken to Maths Mastery really well. We are able to
use the manipulatives to show working out. We have become
confident with using our part-part-whole models to work out
addition equations. We have also really enjoyed having our P.E
sessions with Bristol Sport and learning new skills and techniques.
We also did an excellent job of reading The Gruffalo to the whole
school during an assembly. Miss Baker
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2

Mon. 5 Nov. 18

Fri. 21 Dec. 18

3

Mon. 7th Jan. 19
(INSET day – Fri. 15th Feb. 19)
Monday 25th Feb. 19

Thurs. 14th Feb. 18

Tuesday 23rd April 19
(Bank Hols – Mon. 22nd April & Mon. 6th May 19)
Mon. 3rd June 19

Fri. 24th May 19

4
5
6

Fri. 5th April 19

Fri. 19th July 19

We have two new guests at the school,
GUINEA PIGS!! Your children may have
been telling you about their experiences
with both of them and their impact on
school life. We only had one problem.
What to call them? An assembly was held
and all children were advised on how to
look after them and invited to take part in
a competition to name them. After many
hours sorting through high quality
suggestions, our winning names were
suggested by Callum M (YR2) who chose
the names Mable and Mavis. Every class
has spent time with them so that they get
used to the children and the children get
used to them. There are lots of happy
faces as the children are allowed to handle
them—they are a definite hit. The guinea
pigs have settled now and are used to the
children’s
school day
and look
forward to
visiting each
class to help
with learning
opportunities.

Year 4 have had an exciting
Term 1 and a great start to Year
4. The class have been taught
every week by a specialist badminton player and they
have learnt how to correctly hold the racket, control the
shuttlecock, serve and pass using different shots.
Additionally, Year 4 have received their first weekly music
lessons, delivered by specialist musicians. The children
have enjoyed singing in rounds, playing rhythm games
and they are learning to read music to play the recorder.
So far the class have learnt the notes B and A. In their art
lessons, Year 4 have made happy and sad Ancient Greek
masks. They have also been busy
learning to locate European
countries on a map. You’ll be
amazed at the number of
countries that they can pinpoint –
Norway, Albania, Austria,
Portugal, Cyprus, Denmark…
The list goes on! Miss Owen

Safeguarding
We have been made aware of a number of incidents some of our
children have experienced using the internet game ‘Fortnite’. While
this is happening outside of school we are noticing the effects of it
within school. You may wish to check advice for parents on the links
below:
www.saferinternet.org.uk/blog/parents-guide-fortnite-battle-royale
Please take the time to read the fact sheet attached.

Reception class have certainly been busy this term! Not only
have they excelled at settling in to the busy school routine,
they have also made fantastic progress with learning all of the
sounds that they need to become confident readers. Under
our topic of ‘ Colourful characters’ we have learnt about Super
Hero’s (Supertato in particular) and discussed all of the super
powers that we use to make us an amazing class of learners
and friends to one another. In our role play area we have cared
for all kinds of animals and learnt more about the jobs of vets
and police men. The characters from Paw Patrol helped us
learn more about numbers, and last week the Elmer stories
supported our exploration of shape and patterns. We rounded
off the term by learning more about Autumn, Room on the
Broom and Halloween including all of the ways that our
families experience and celebrate it.
We did some leaf printing, chopped
vegetables, and explored pumpkins
inside and out. We are looking
forward to more exciting learning in
term 2. Mrs Friend and Miss Collins

This term, Year 5 have been learning
all about Vikings, through the book,
“How to Train Your Dragon” by
Cressida Cowell. They have learnt about Viking day-today life, why and when the Vikings arrived in Britain and
Viking punishments when crimes had been committed.
They have worked really hard this term, learning new
genres of writing and new processes in Numeracy – a big
step up from Year 4. They have also relished the
challenge of learning the trumpet and trombone with
our music teachers, Dylan and Charlie, and will continue
to learn these instruments for the year. Year 5 also have
enjoyed having Mr Clifton and Miss Mortimer teach
them the skills of
badminton in our PE
sessions. We look
forward to the next term!
Mrs Tyler

This term in Nursery class we have been settling into
school, getting to know our classroom, our outdoor
area and our friends. We have been learning about
our favourite ‘colourful characters’ creating drawings
and paintings of them, counting and sorting characters. The last weeks of term we have been learning
about Autumn and the changes outside. We have
been exploring Autumn objects and what they feel
like. This last week we have been
learning about pumpkins and what
is inside. Mrs Fitz-Gerald,
Mrs Hilton and Miss Hill

Attendance
Our goal this year is to improve on last year’s attendance and ensure that every pupil attends school on time.
Attending school has a huge impact on a student’s academic success starting in nursery and continuing
through to secondary school. Families play a key role in making sure students get to school safely every day
and understand why attendance is so important for success in school and in life.
We realise some absences are unavoidable due to health problems or other avoidable circumstances. But, we also know that when
pupils miss too much school - regardless of the reason - it can cause them to fall behind academically. Any child who is absent for
more days than most children – 6 days a year – is less likely to succeed. Your child is even less likely to succeed if he or she is
persistently absent - which means missing 18 or more days over the course of an entire school year.
Having a ‘bad nights’ sleep’ or a “bit of a cold” are not good enough reasons to be away. Thinking that they are, is simply not
preparing our students for the real world. Most children do go to school when they ‘don’t feel great’. And lots of our children do have
brilliant attendance. They are not less sick than others, they come to school on the days when they feel ‘4 out of 10’. And that’s
exactly what we need them to do.
Please ensure that your child attends school every day, and arrives on time. Here are a few practical tips to help support regular
attendance:

Make sure your children keep a regular bedtime and establish a morning routine.

Lay out clothes and pack school bag the night before.

Ensure your children go to school every day unless they are genuinely too sick.

Avoid booking holidays or doctor’s appointments during school time. Oasis Academy Bank Leaze will request to penalty notice
parents if they take children out of school on holiday when they also have low attendance. It is then up to the local
authority to follow this through.

Talk to teachers and for advice if your children feel anxious about going to school.
School day






School starts prompt at 8.50 with registers being taken with maths and reading sessions starting (some children ARE falling
behind because they miss the first 30 minutes every day).
If you arrive after 8.50am, the child is marked as late.
If your child arrives after 9.30, they are marked away for the morning session. This will often be an unauthorised absence.
8 sessions of unauthorised absence in a 10 week period will trigger a Penalty notice fine of £60 per child per parent.

Reception

Nursery

92.9%
3.1% lower than most schools

85.4%

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

96.7%
0.7% higher than most schools

96.9%
0.9% higher than most schools

97.4%
1.4% higher than most schools

Year 4

Year 5

Year 6

96.9%
0.9% higher than most schools

95.7%
0.3% lower than most schools

95.6%
0.4% lower than most schools

Whole School (excluding nursery)
96.2%
0.2% higher than most schools

100% Attendance
A HUGE WELL DONE to the following pupils for
coming to school on time, every day this year!
(Correct 24/10/2018)

Michael (Y2)
Harrison (Y5)
Leon (Y3)
Elliott (Y2)
Alfie (Y1)
James-Lee (Y6)
Noah (N)
Jake (Y2)
Harry (N)
Marta (Y1)
Fatou (Y1)
Rhia (Y4)
Katara (Y3)
Mason (Y6)
Keira (Y3)
Lili (Y1)
Francis (R)
Liana-May (Y3)
Sasha (Y5)
Wyatt (Y6)
Rhylee (Y3)
Courtney (Y4)
Keagan (Y2)
Tirion (Y6)
Aaron (Y2)
Zion (Y4)
Cameron (Y3)
Ella (Y2)
Laci (Y1)

Owen (Y4)
Thomas (Y4)
Aiyonia (R)
Venusina (Y1)
Jacob (Y3)
James (Y4)
Callum (Y6)
George (Y6)
Lottie (Y6)
Scarlett (R)
Marcel (Y6)
Karolina (Y3)
Max (R)
Jayden (Y4)
Miley (Y1)
Isak (Y3)
Henry (Y2)
Mantas (Y6)
Jack (N)
Briannah (Y1)
Sharelle (Y2)
Alisha (Y2)
Riley (N)
Sophie (Y2)
Corey (Y3)
Aaleyah (Y2)
Zac (Y4)
Majka (Y4)
Harvey (Y4)

Anthony (Y1)
Kingsley (Y1)
Megan (Y4)
Lataya (R)
Erin (Y2)
Kiera (Y5)
Amelia (Y3)
Alesha (Y4)
Kaci (Y4)
Joshua (Y2)
Rosie (N)
Mya (Y4)
Issac-Eddie (Y2)
Lydia (R)
John (Y4)
Tatiana (Y5)
Fabian (Y1)
Vincent (Y3)
Rosa (R)
Alfie (N)
Ellie-May (Y5)
Mia (Y2)
Riley (Y6)
Ellie (Y6)
Kai (Y2)
Nikola (Y4)
Adam (Y3)

